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3 1 Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtaments fully contain, 
255 and clearly make manifeſt, the will of God to the children 


Ty 


of men. It mull, therefore, be our interett to ſearch the ſacred 
pages, and beg that the Holy Spirit may diſcover the meaning, 
and uofold their contents to our limited underſtandings and con- 
> tracted minds. The Bible is a ſpiritual book; an unregenerate 
man, whether learned or unlearned, is incapable of forming any 
Judgment ef the truths with which it is ſo replete. Becauſe he is 
= found aſleep in fin; and though he is totally fallen and corrupted, 
> he will not believe it. He has high notions and ſwelling imagi- 
nations of his own abilities: But, when the Holy Ghoſt enlight- 
ens our dark minds, and awakens our fleepy conſciences, then we 
diſcern the purity of God's law, which we have broken, as well as 
> the beauty and wiſdom of the Goſpel, which we have deſpiſed. 
This brings us to the foot of the croſs, humbles us into the dutt, 
'Z and conftrains us to cry, wnelean, unclean. We now defire an af- 
& Ffurance of our adoption, an intereſt in the great ſacrifice, and no 
longer to truſt in our own wiſdom or acquirements ; but to be led 
by a Being, who has engaged to make his ſubjects happy, by gui- » 
ding their feet in the way of peace. | 
How thankful ſhould we be, that we have the Scriptures in our 
mother-tongne! Before this was the caſe, what a dreary country, 
diſmal place, and defolate wilderneſs was England! The vener- 
able Bede was the firſt man who tranſlated ſome parts of the Bible 
into our language. He was born in the ſeventh century, and 
died in 734. He lived many years near Shields. One of the Jai: ; 
= things he did, was the tranflating St John's Goſpel into Englith, 
* When death ſeized on him, one of his ſcholars, whom he ufed {ur 
his amanuenſis, complained, © My beloved Matter, there remains 
Fet one ſentence unwritten.” Write it quickly,” replied the 
Father; after inditing it, he immediately expired. —A noted kii- 
Z torian tells his readers, God's children are immortal, while they 
ae any thing to do on earth.“ Dr Viclcli born 1324, in the 
pariih of Wicleliſſ, near Richmond, in Tor tſbire, was the /roond who 
2 tranſlated the canonical ſeriptures into the Eagliſh language; 
which, by the Divine bleſſing, was a mean of culightening a got. 
part of the nation. = 
X Mr Trevis, a divine in Cornwall, is ſaid to beve been the 15:6 
man who ſet forth the whole Bible in Evgtiti. The now was the 
famous Mr Tindull, He tranſlated the Five Bouks of Meſes ang 
the New Teſtament, in the year 1527. Aﬀterwaids, another di- 
vine and jumſelf completed a tranflation of the whole Bihler 
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NotwithManding we are thus favoured, it is certainly very beco* 3 


ming, that every perſon, who had time and opportunity, ſhonl 

endeavour to acquire the knowledge of the origma! Hebrew ; which 
was, beyond all doubt, the firſt language in the world. This he 
ſhould do, without concerning himſelf at all with what are term- 
ed the vawel-points, Moſt of the learned, at preſent; tell us, that 
theſe points are a modern invention. They took their riſe, Lord 
Forbes informs us, ſome centuries later than the days of our Savi- 
vur; contrived after the language ceaſed to be commonly ſpoken 
by the Jews, to favour their own conſtructions; and therefore of 
no authority to determine the ſenſe of any one word in tae book 


of God. The pure Hebrew wis beat out of common uſage, du- 


ring the time of the captivity; and the knowledge of it remained 
only among the few that were learned, and attentive to the true 
religion. An adept in the Hebrew boldly avers, relating to the 
Greek tranſlation, as it was made long after the return Yom the 
Babyloniſh captivity, when the genuine ſenſe of the Hebrew words 
was, in a great meaſure loſt, that it is extremely defective and im- 
perfect; becauſe the Greek language dbes not contain ſuitable 
words to convey the full and proper meaning of the Hebrew ex- 

reſſions. A Reverend Divine, in the eſtabliſhed church, who has 
1 remarkably uſeful for many years, and whoſe knowiedge in 
the Hebrew tongue is uncommon and ſurpriſing, told me, he had 
faſhcient reaſon to believe, that the 72 tranſlators, when they went 
into Egypt, had not a true copy of the Hebrew Bille; and that, if 
they had, in fact, given the genuine meaning of every Hebrew 
word, they muſt have vilified the gods of that idolatrous country, 


and, given huge offence to Aing Ptolemy ; which they would be 


fure to avoid. Nevertheleſs, this work has been of great ſervice 
in tranflating words, relating to matters, where the tranſlators were 
riader no bias to render falſely.— To this day it may be called a 
good key for conſtruing the-Hebrew Bible. 5 

It appears, from an attentive ſurvey of Moſes“ works, that he 
only republiſhed, in writing, what before had been made known 
to Adam and the Patriarchs, by figures and hieroglyphicks. Sa- 
crifices were obſerved long before the days of Moſes, and graci- 
ouſly accepted; which they never could have been, unleſs God 
had commanded them ; notwithſtanding what many great names 


have ſaid to the contrary.— The Reader would do well to peruſe 


the xxvth, xxvith, and xxviith chapters of Exodus, when he is 
looking over the following pages. They were written for my own 
private uſe, but happened to {all into the hands of a great man, and 
an eminent ſcholar, who highly approved of what I had ſaid. 
This induced me to venture them abroad. 

Sunderland, 

Sept. 11. 1789. Lr. 
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THE 


TABERNACLE or MOSES. 


* 


HE Goſpel was preached unto the people of 
Iſrael by ſignificant types and elegant figures, 

inſtituted on purpoſe to keep Chriſt in view; 
and they were patterns, ſerving. as copies, to convey 
ideas of their originals, according to what is written, 
Exod. xxv. 40. And look, ſays God to Moſes, that 


thou make them, namely, the tabernacle and all its 
veſſels, after their pattern, which was ſhewed thee in 
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the mount.” They were the patterns of heavenly 
things, as St Paul, reafoning upon this paſſage, has 
aſſured us, Heb. viii. 5, * who ſerve unto the exam- 
ple and ſhadow of heavenly things, as Moſes was ad- 
Z moniſhed of God, when he was about to make the 
tabernacle, &c.“ 
ſcope and deſign of the ceremonial law. An infallible 


Here is a plain preſcription of the 


2 interpreter aſſures us, that it “ ſerved for an exam- 


ple and ſhadow of heavenly things.” Its ceremonies 
were examples to ſet theſe heavenly things before 
men's eyes, and to raiſe ideas of them; and they 
were ſhadows to delineate them, and to give an out- 
ward ſketch of them; and they were patterns, like a 
good plan or deſign of repreſenting them clearly and 
diſtinctly. This was the nature of the types; they 
were inſtituted to prefigure the heavenly things which 
were to be in Chriſt, and which were to be derived 
trom him to believers, 
B 


(6) 


veſſels were apt figures and beautiful pictures of thoſe 
divine graces which were in him, and which believers 
were to receive out of his fulneſs. A witnefs of great 
authority depoſes (John i. 14.) © the Word was made 
ftteſh, and dwelt (1abernacled_) among us, and we be- 
held his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” The ſame /trudtuzre 
lkewiſe repreſented the church which the Redeemer 


rules, and in which he reſides : It was an oblong rect 


angular figure, zo cubits long“, 10 broad, and 10 in 
height : The name in Hebrew is Meſbhecen, a dwell« 
ing-place : It conſiſted of three parts; the court, the 


Holy place, and the holy of holies. The court was where 3 


the people met for prayers and inſtruction, and where 


they waited, whilſt that was tranſacting which was 


performed in the middle- apartment, and in the /anc- 
zum ſanctorum; the people being Chriſt's myſtical bo- 
dy, and the prieſt his perſonator. Here was there- 
fore a promiſe that the Meſſiah ſhoald come into the 
world, and perform really what was typified by ſacri- 
fices in the court, &c. and inwardly, in his own body 
and mind, what was done in the middle temple, thro” 
which the prieſt carried incenſe into the holy of holies, 
or heaven, and then returned and bleſt the people. 
But. it would take up too much time to be particular, 
and it is plain enough to any attentive perſon, who 
will take St. Paul's word for it, “ that thefe things 
were figures of the true.“ ne 

The two ſides of the tabernacle and one end were 
compoſed of boards ſtanding upright ; this is record- 
ed Exod. xxvi. 15. And thou ſhalt make boards for 
the tabernacle of ſhittim wood, ſtanding up. Ten 
cubits + {hall be the length of a board, and a cubit and 
a halt f thall be the breadth of one board; twenty 


A cubit is 1 foot 10 inches, our meaſure.—Thirty cubits are 
54 feet 9 inches.— Ten cubits 18 feet 3 inches. 5 
+ Ten cubits, 18 feet 3 inch, —þ Acubit and a half, 2 feet 9 inch. 


* 


The tabernacle was a type of his body, #nd every 
part of its furniture was 2 type and figure of what was 
to be in the humanity of the incarnate God all its 


MELT! 


n 


„ „ K „ AY &A r . S Wy 


33 
, 2 


f thoſe 
levers 
great 

made 
ye be- 


of the 
uttufe © 


10 in 
[wells 
, the 
here 
here 

was 
ſanc- 


gere- 
) the 
acri- 
od 
My 
lies, 
ple. 
ilar, 
who 
ngs 
ere 
Id 
for 


ben 
ind 


nty 
are 


ch. 


. 1 
Ax s 
"AT 
r 
7 AM 
$2354, 
v7 N 


» 


1 
Ko LE 


"oy ; 
IEA 
7D l 
8 
73 
£25 

8 ; 4 


' So 
at was = 
., 25. 
all its 
2 


15 $5 / 
Hs v8 
* 1 L-\ . 

OBS 
* 


= 
Sh AS 
66. 


e 

Loards on the ſouth ſide, and twenty on the north.“ 
verſe 19, 20.—1heſe were fitted into ſockets; two 
fockets under every board: They were properly hin- 
ges, on which the doors were carried, and which di- 


Z r<&<d their motions: Relating to the boards, they 
22 were baſes into which the bottom of them entered. 
Hence we rcad, ibid, verſe 19. Thou ſhalt make 
2 40 lockeis of filver under the 20 boards;” again, chap. 
7 xxvii. 10. „and the 20 pillars thereof, and their 20 
** ſockets {hall be of braſs.” 
emer der it; and every pillar, to ſupport the veils or hang- 
rect- ings, one. We have a ſtriking philoſophical queſtion, 

in which this word is uſed, Job xxxviii. 6. Where- 
upon are the foundations thereof faſtened ? (ſockets 
made to fink) by what are its ſockets fank or entered 
1 5 into ? | 
the earth, have no bars or ſockets to ſupport them; 
they ſtand without any viſible foundation. The boards 
> of this celeſtial fabric were united at the top by links 
bo- or haſps, and on the fides by wooden bars, which 
ran through rings or ſtaples. 
becauſe it is what the finger is thruſt into, and from 
the precious ſtones ſet in it, and the devices upon it. 
Ihe ark, table for the ſhew-bred, altar, &c. were to 
be carried by ſtaves, through four rings at the cor- 
ners, in token that the four winds carry and circulate 
the earth; and that the glad tidings of the Goſpel 
7 ſhould be conveyed to every part of the habitable 
globe. By the wife direction of God, all power in 
heaven, over the earth, depending on the circulation 


Every board had two un- 


The pillars of heaven, that ſupport and move 


this is called a ring, 


ol its own parts; and by that circulation they wheel 
about the globe, give us rain and food, and all other 
27 neceffaries. Bars are alſo mentioned, Exod. xxvi. 
20. © Thou ſhalt make bars of ſhittim wood; five for 
the boards of the one fide of the tabernacle, and five 
1 bars for the boards of the other fide of the tabernacle; 
and the middle bar in the midſt of the boards mall 


reach from end to end.” This middle bar ran thro? 


the boards, which wers morticed for that purpoſe; 
B 2 


„ 


and the other four ſhot through rings va the boards; 


| and held them together. He is commanded, verſe 29. & 
| to * overlay the boards with gold, and to make their 74 
Up rings of gold, for places for the bars :” So there were ut 
„ four rings for each board, that the bars might run in ot 
= them. The boards, thus fixed in their ſockets, repre- m 
1 ſented the eſtabliſhment of believers in the pure doc- as 
4 trines and excellent precepts contained in the Goſpel; v 
3} and it ts a good thing that the heart be eſtabliſhed ſt 
f with grace, that we know our principles, be perſua- ce 
3 ded of their reality, and invariably abide by them. | ct 


The tabernacle, thus fitted and reared, had three 3 d 
different coverings, one thrown over the other, which # £ 


| - hung down on the fide near to the ſilver foundation. p 
- The firſt and loweſt carpet was made of fine linen, 1 
richly embroidered with figures of cherubims, in ſhades 1 

? of blue, purple, and ſcarlet. The name, in the origi— 0 
I nal, is /he/ſh, rendered byſſus, twined. (Shezer ) a r 
thread of blue and ſcarlet ſilk were twined together, n 


of which the curtains were wove. The facerdotal 
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A -hair, as between thoſe of purple and ſcarlet.— 
he third carpet was made of rams-ſkin, died red, 


robes likewiſe, with a lion- man, inwrought as thick as I 
the figures could ſtand, were compoſed of the fame 0 
materials. This carpet conſiſted of ten breadths, which 1 
| were joined together with blue loops (/elaath.) Theſe e 
* toops and this cover related to the colour of the ſky, 7 { 
and the circulating fluid at the extremities, or more «c 
diſtant firmament to the ſight, which covers the great © 

tent of the world. | —_ 
3 The next covering was made of goats-hair (ozem.) 1 
. The fingular noun is uſed, in the Hebrew tongue, to 1 
; denote ſtrength; and the goat is ſo called, becauſe of 1 
its boldneſs. or impudence, in compariſon of ſheep, it 1 
who are (4cebeſh) meek. Of this creature's hair v ass « 
the covering, under conſideration, made. Theſe were 
coupled together with braſs-claſps; the ſtuff being leſs # : 
valuable than the former, the tacks were ſo alſo. Ihle 
bonds of unity may be as ſtrong between curtains ß : 
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his was the uppermoſt of all. What kind of beaſt 
this was, is not certain. Its name in Hebrew is theek- 
/b. Our tranflators term it a badger. What is here 
called badger's ſkin was of a blue ſky- colour. We 
uſe the ſkins of the beaver, fox, otter, martin, and 


other ſuch wild creatures, for warmth and ornament; 


molt or all of which are remarkable for their buſhing, 
as they run, as well as ſpeed. This upper covering 


was a plain alluſion to the azure ſky, ſpotted with 
ſtars. Now obſerve, the outſide of the tabernacle was 


| coarſe and rough; the beauty of it was in the inner 


curtains— i hoſe perſons, in whom God by his Spirit 


dwells, will labour to be better than they ſeem to be. 


Hypocrites put the beſt fide outwards, like whited ſe- 


| pulchres; whereas, the King's daughter is all-glo- 


rious within.” In the eye of an unconverted world, 


# ſhe is as © black as Kedar;“ but, in the eſtimation 


of God, © comely as the curtains of Solomon.”—A 
real Chriſtian's adorning relates chicfiy-to the Hidden 
man of his heart. | 

Thus we have ſeen the outſide of the Mofaic tent, 
in the manner it was ſet up, and as it was placed to 
caſt and the weſt, Exod. xxvi. 22. The welt end be- 
ing boarded, that which looked eaſtward was ſhelter- 


ed with an elegant curtain, hung upon five pillars of 


ſhittim wood. This text does not tell us how low this 
curtain hung. Philo makes it touch the ground; 
Joſephus ſays it only came half way down. 4 io 

Ihe inlide of this ſtructure was divided into two 
rooms, by. means of a veil or curtain, hung upon four 
pillars. This veil was made of rich ſtuff, both as to 
its quality and workmanſhip, and adorned with cheru- 
bims, and other ornaments, curiouſly embroidered up- 
on it. Round the tabernacle there was a ſpacious 
area or court, 100 cubits long, or 182 feet 6 inches; 


and 50 cubits, or 91 feet 3 inches broad; ſet with 


pillars, put in baſes of braſs, and filleted with filver, 


at the diſtance of 5 cubits, or 9 feet 2 inches, from 
one another; ſo that there were 20 pillars on each 


* 


= 
K 


( 20 ) 


ſide, and 10 at each end of the court. Theſe pillars 
had filver hooks, on which the hangings were faſten- 
ed, that formed the inclofure of the court. lhey 
were of fine twined linen, Exod. xxvii 9. The ori- 
ginal word, #e/cim, imports, that they were fung upon 
the pillars. Some i imagine they were net- work. he en- 
trance into this court was at the caſt end, facing the 
tabernacle, where richer hangings, for che ſpace of 
20 cubits, were ſupported by four of the pillars, and 
not faſtened like the reſt, but made either to draw 
or lift up. This covering of the ſacred ediſice diſco- 
vers to us the /afety of the myſtic body of Chriſt. 

The Prophet Iſaiah, iv. 5, 6. fweetly preaches, and 
ably defends this point. He knew, relating to ſound 
behevers, that they were in fact the theep of Chriſt, 

purchaſed by his blood, and covered with his cverlaſt- 
ing righteouſneſs, © The Lord, fays he, will create 
upon every dwelling- place of Mount Sion, and upon 
her aſſemblies, a cloud of ſmoke by day, and the ſhi- 
ning of a flaming fire by night; ſor upon all the glo- 
ry ſhall be a defence, a covering. And there ſhall be 
a tabernacle, for a ſhadow in the day- time from the 
heat, and ſor a place of refuge, and for a covert from 
ſtorm and from rain.“ 

Moſes was enjoined to make 11 curtains * of fine 
twined linen, of blue, and purple, and ſcarlet, with 
cherubims of cunning work,” Exod. xxvi. 1. The 
length of the curtains was 28 cubits, or 51 feet, each; 
their breadth 4 cubits, or 7 feet 4 inches. They were 
coupled together by loops and taches, according to 
the Divine command. As the boards, fixed in fock- 
ets and made uniform by bars, imported eſtabliſhment; 
ſo the curtains, thus tacked, held forth unity among 
the members of Jeſus, who are all partakers of the 
graces of the Holy Ghoſt, of one family, and heirs of 
the ſame kingdom. —In the Epiſtle to the Epheſians, 
chap. iv. 3, 4, 5, 6. St. Paul beautifully illuſtrates the 
doctrine of Moſes, © Endeavouring to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one bo- 

B3 


2: Hars 
aſten. 
1lhey 
e ori- 
upon 
je en- 
g the 
& of 

and 
draw 
liſco- 
wriſt, 


bund 


. +83 

— wh ff 
-, ERR 

Il 5 2 
Fa: 

4 2 

a - 1 
. 


+ AE 
N 
bf 


cate 


3 o WEE 
. * >, mn 
1 


14 >. 
- "FM 


i: 


dx, and one ſpirit, even as ye are called in one hope 


ot your calling. One Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, 
gone God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
9 through all, and in you all.” — How little of this be- 


Enevalent and goſpel temper is to be met with, or ſeen 


in the Chriſtian world? How many are there among 
us, who talk largely of their experience, and ſpeak 
much of lave ; who exhibit their own interpretations _ 
© of Scripture as infallibly certain, and cruelly cenſure 
| thoſe who cannst coincide with them ?— Where is the 


* fpirit by which the firſt Chriſtians were actuated, led, 


and guided? O that profeſſors of religion would pray 
more, and diſpute les?! ä 
Let us now take notice. of the furniture of the ta- 
bernacle.— In the court ſtood the altar of 51urnt-#cr- 
ing, and the brazen- lavęr.— We meet with the altar, 


Z Exod. xxvil. 1, &c. Thou ſhalt make an altar of 


pon 7 thittim wood, &c.”* It was 5 cubits, or g feet 2 inch- 
ſhi- es long; and 5 cubits broad; the height of it 3 cubits, 
glo- or 5 fect and a half. It was placed towards the end 
| be of the court-yard, fronting the entrance of the taber- 
the, nacle, and at a convenient diſtance from it, leſt the 
om 2 ſmoke of the fire, which was conſtantly burning, 
__ *Z Hould fully the pretty veils and neat curtains belong- 
ine ing the lovely place. It had 4 brafs-rings, through 
ith which 2 bars were put, by which it was carried upon 
he the prieſts ſhoulders. * Horns are faid to have been at 
h; the four corners of it. There are natural as well as 
re artificial horns; as alſo metaphorical, denoting power 
to and ſplendid glory. The glory and ſtrength of the 
k- 77 firmament are in theſe rays or horns of light. The 
at; blood of the facrifices was put upon the four horns of 
ng 1 this altar. The atonement at the end of the year was 
he made upon them. The altaf repreſented Chriſt, and the 
of blood, put upon the horns of it, ſhewed: to believers 
s, his love and obedience, by reſiſting unto death. This 
le as his glory, becauſe it gave him power to atone for 
'y his brethren to all the ends of the earth, or in the four 
* quarters of it; and the horns were undivided parts of: 


( 12 ) 


it, fhewing that Jeſus ſhould derive his ſtrength from J 


what he ſuffered on the altar: And the ſaid altar was 
four ſquare, the horns of it like wiſc four; which told 


the ſervants of God, that the four corners of tlie world Þ 
ſhould have an equal right to redemption. The horns 2 


of this altar Adonijab caught hold of, which was Cry- 
ing out, Mercy, for Chriſt's fake. 


The other conſiderable utenſil in the court of the ta- 


bernacle, was the brazen /aver, Exod. xxx. 18. Thou 
ſhalt aiſo make a laver of braſs, and his foot alſo of braſs, 


to waſh withal. And thou ſhalt put it betwcen the 4 


tabernacle of the congregation and the altar, and thou 
ſhalt put water therein. For Aaron and his ſons ſhall 
waſh their hands and their feet thereat, when they go 


into the tabernacle of the congregation ; they ſhall 


waſh their hands, that they die not.“ '—Obſerve, here 
is a brazen laver to be made; Moſes is to make it, 
it is to be put between the tabernacle of the congre- 
ation and the altar. That Being, who ordered him 
to make, as well as the very metal of which it was to 
be made, likewiſe tells him where it was to be placed, 
and the uſe that was to be made of it. Moſes did 
nothing of his own head; it was not leſt to his own 
diſcretion. He did not think it becoming to conform 
to the cuſtoms of Egypt, where the lracſites had long 
dwelt, or any other nations with which they were ſur- 
rounded at preſent. Moſes did not think the ſolemn 
-ordinances of his Maker were things to be trifled 
with. He was taught better, than to imagine, that he 
might practice different forms of church- government, 
in different places, to gain the favour of Heathen prin- 
ces, or to make himſelf more popular. Moſes attend- 
ed to the directions of Jehovah, and regarded not the 
cuſtoms of Pagan rulers, nor the arbitrary injunctions 
of idolatrous kings, or the fawning ſycophants that 
crouched to them. It is written 2 Chron. iv. 2, &c. 
that Solomon, by Divine order, made * 10 lavers, 
and a molten 8 Moſes is ſaid to have made his 
laver « 60 of braſs, and the foot of it of braſs, * the 
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'F tockiog of aſſes of the women who aſſembled at the 


door of the tabernacle of the congregation,” Exod. 
xxvili. 8.— The ancient mirrors were generally made 
of polithed brafs, or ſome other metal. The learned 
have formed curious conjectures relating to the quali- 
ty of this metal, of which this laver was made; and, 
aſter all that they have ſaid on the ſubject, have left 
their readers in doubt and uncertainty about it.— As 
the word of God does not mention it, we muſt not 
attempt to be wife above what is written. As to © wo- 
zen's aſſembling at the door of the tabernacle, ſome 
derive it from the practice of the ladies of Egypt, who 
were wont to go to the temple with looking-glaſſes in 
one hand, and a timbre! in the other. It rather ſeems 
that this mode among the Jews was obſerved to ſhew 
their love to God, and a pious zeal for religion. 
Having looked about us in the court, let us'venture 
with holy awe into the tabernacle itſelf.—As we en- 
ter in, we cannot avoid ſaying, * This is none other 
but the houſe of God, and the gate of heaven.“ How 
truly venerable! How ſurpriſingly grand ! What are 
theſe lovely objects, that cut ſuch a ſtriking figure, 
and make ſo auguſt an appearance? They are the 
gelden candletich, the altar of incenſe, and the table of 
ſhew-bread. | 3 
1. The golden candleſtick was made of pure gold, 
Exod. xxv. 31. This was an image of that in our 
heavens ; and that repreſents the fulneſs of light in the 
heavens of Jenovah. It was very magniticent, and an 
ornament to the place. Six branches were drawn 
from the main ſhaft, and was all of one piece of beat- 
en gold. Ir was flat, not round like our ſconces in 
churches ; and, according to Jerome's picture of it, 
its ſeven lamps were of an equal height. The myſle- 
ry of the candleſtick was the true /ight, Chriſt, fill- 
ing the temple of God, the inviſible body of his 
church, with evangelical illumination, and profitable 
knowledge.—In the temple, erected by a king noted 
tor wiſdom, there were 10 candleſticks, 1 Kings, vii. 
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45 ; which was ſaying in figures, what the Apoſtle daes 
in words; that all the fulneſs of the Godhead, or 


light, dwelt in Chriſt,“ and was by him communica- 


ted to the church. « Of his fulneſs, ſay believers, 
have all we received :* For ſeven denotes fulne/5, and 
{en all. From the beginning Chriſt has been the only 
light of his people. The grave Prophets and zealous 
Apoſtles had all their light from this candleſtick; and, 

to this day, both miniſters and people, ſpeakers and 
hearers, are illuminated by the bright beams and re- 
ſplendent rays of this celeſtial lamp. We have no 


light in ourſelves it comes from the immaterial ſun, 


held forth in type, by the ſeven lamps in the taberna· 
cle. True Chriſtians were © once darkneſs, now they 
are light in the Lord, and it becomes them to walk, 
as children of light.” + 


2. The altar T4 incenſe was made of ſhittim wood, 
gold. Of this we are informed, 


and overlaid wit 
Exod. xxx. 1, 2. Acubit, or 1 foot 10 inches, ſhall 
be the length thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof, 
and two cubits, or 3 feet $ inches, ſhall be the height 
thereof. It was covered with gold, in the nature of 
2 carved moulding round the top of it. Upon this 
altar incenſe was burnt every morning and evening. 


It was alfo to be ſprinkled with the blood of the ſacri- 
fices, which were offered for fins of i ignorance, com- 


mitted either by particular perſons, or by the people 
in groſs. In the book of Exodus, chap. xxx. 10. this 
inſtitution is to be found, in manner and form follow- 


ing: And Aaron ſhall make an atonement upon the. 


horns of it once in a year, with the blood. of the fin- 
offering of atonement.” —Again, Lev. iv. 7. ſpeaking. 
of a fin of the prieſt, occaſioned by ignorance, in or- 
der to atone for it, the ſacred command runs thus : 
6 The prieſt ſhall put ſome of the blood upon the 
horns of the altar of ſweet incenſe before the Lord, 

&c.“ —As.to incenſe, God enjoins Moſes, Exod. xxx. 
x. as follows: Thou ſhalt make an altar to burn in- 
cenſe upon.— The ſmoke of it was quite agreeable. 
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| 5 typified the mediation and interceſhon of our great 


3 High Prieſt ; and the efficacy of his vicarious buſineſs 
is finely written, Rev. viii. 3, 4. And another an- 
gel came and ſtood at the altar, having a golen cen. 
ter, and there was given unto him much incenſe, that 
he ſhould offer it with the prayers of all ſaints upon 


the golden Altar, which was before the throne. And 


| the ſmoke of the incenſe, which came with the prayers 
| of the faints, aſcended up before God, out of the an- 


gel's hand.. 
3. Another piece of furniture, in the holy place, 


1 was the table of ſhew-bread.—We find, in 1 Kings, 


chap. vii. 48. that there were ten tables in Solomon's 
temple ; ; and yet they are called a table, Chron. 
xiii. 11. It was made of ſhittim wood, two cubits, 
or 3 feet 8 inches, long; and a cubit, or 1 foot 10 
inches, broad; and a cubit and a half, or 2 feet 9 
inches, high; covered with gold, had a border round 


it, and a crown upon the border, to hold the ſhew- 


bread for the children of the royal prieſt to feed up- 
on. This was near as high as our common tables, 
and ſuited to the reach of the hand, as they lay down 
by it to eat, Lev. xxiv. 5- On this were ſet twelve 
cakes, in two rows; ſix in a row; twelve, according 
to the number of the twelve tribes. In alluſion pro- 
bably to this, the Royal Prophet thus addreſſes his 
Benefactor, Pſal. xxiii. 5. ** Fhou prepareſt a table 
before me, in the preſence of mine enemies.” Jefus 
Chriſt is the bread of liſe ; his domeſtics fzed upon 
him, rejoice in him, and are bleſſed by him. 
Between the holy place and the my/t holy, hung a 
yet}, (Exod. xxvi. 3t.) compoſed of the fame mate- 
rials as the veſtments of the high prieſt. The com- 
mand of God gave Moſes authority to make it :— 
% Thou fhalt make a veil of blue, and, purple, and 
ſcarlet, and fine twined linen, of cunning work, with 
cherubims ſhall it be made. And thou ſhalt bang it 
upon four pillars of ſhittim wood, overlaid with gold 
upon the four ſockets of filver.” This veil exhibited 


16) 


in figure the body of the Redeemer, and was rent from 


top to bottom at the memorable period of his death, 


Matt. xxvi. 5 1.— All within this veil repreſented the 
heaven of heavens, and what the ever bleſſed Trinity 
are now doing with regard to man; and what was 
rait hout, taught believers what Chriſt was and did on 
carth; which could not but afford real ſatisfaction and 


laſting peace. 


As we have paſſed through the holy place, and made 
what obſervations we judged neceſſary for the preſent 
there; we will now take the liberty to view the ho!y 
of holies. | „„ | | 

Here we ſee the ark of the te/timony,” and its cover, 
called the mercy-/eat., We ſhould be at a great loſs, 
even at our wit's end, in this buſineſs, had we not an 


excellent guide, and a noble inſtructor; his name is 


* 


Mgſes. He is well acquainted with this fine room, 


and with every thing it contains. — This great man in- 
forms us, that he was expreſsly commanded by the 
Lord Jehovah to make an ark, Exod. xxv. 10.— lt 


was two cubits and a half long, 4. e. a yard and a half 


and an inch; and a cubit and a half, or 2 feet g inch- 
es, broad and high; and overlaid with, ſheet- gold. 
It's name in Hebrew is aren; from ren, to ſound or 
fhout. The name is from it's hollow ſound. The 


ſacred import of the ark aroſe from it's being made of 
earthly materials, covered with gold, and crowned; and. 


from it's being the ſtage on which was repreſented- 
che means of qur redemption, before the per/onators 
of the Majeſty on High. The golden pot, containing 
manna, and the almond-rod of Levi, which bloſſomed 
when the other rods lay dead, were in this holy box. 
The wood of which it was compoſed typified the hu- 
manity of our Lord; it's being overlaid with gold re- 
preſented his deity ; both together ſet him before the 
eyes of the ancient ſervants of his houſe as God and 
man; and, therefore, a complete mediator and ſure- 
ty. Moreover, the ark had a covering of ſheet-gold; 
called the mercy-/eat, Exod. xxv. 17. The injunction 
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| ( 17 ) 
runs, „Thou ſhalt make a mercy-feat of pure gold, 
Kc.“ It was juſt the ſame ſize with the cheſt or ark; 
to ſhew that Chriſt's ſatisfaction is anſwerable to our 
tranſgreſſion. Gold, in hieroglyphics, is light or glo- 
ry, with which Chriſt inveſts his children. Here Je- 
hovah took his ſtand between the two cherubs, (of 
which we ſhall preſently ſpeak) when conſulted by the 
high prieſt; once a year, on the day-of atonement, 


(Lev. xvi. 2.) that he might in perſon join with his 


7X repreſentative upon earth, in that great act, and give 
virtue and efficacy to it. The mercy-/cat, in the Old 
23 Teſtament, quadrates with (i/a/terion) propitiation in 
the New, Rom. iii. 25. After the Apoſtle has introduced 
the Redeemer (becauſe he loved him) it is added, 
23 < whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, & c.“ 
Before Chriſt appeared in the fleſh, God promiſed, at 
this throne, to meet his people, Exod. xxv. 22. There 
will I meet with thee, and commune with thee, &c.“ 
Again ch. xxix. 42: there will I meet with the child- 


renof Iſrael, &c.“ St Paul, by applying this name to Jeſus, 


aſſures us he was the true mercy-ſeat ; the reality of what 
the cover of the ark repreſented to the Moſaic believers. 
Have we renounced our own righteouſneis, feenthe pu- 
rity of the morallaw, diſcerned theodious nature of fin, 
(for it is a filthy thing) and received the atonement ? 
Have we ſeen ourſelves tranſgreſſors, felt the condemn- 
ing power of the law, and that without an intereſt in the 
ſurety, we mult ſuffer the puniſhment of eternal fire? 
Happy ſouls! that know theſe points of experience for 
themſelves. Whatever we know beſides, will do us 
no ſervice, will afford no fatisfation on a death-bed. . 
Over the mercy-ſcat was the cherubims, which Mo- 
ſes was commanded to make, Exod. xxv. 18. They 
were made of beaten gold, chapter xxxvii. 7, 8.— 


Ihe ark always had them attending it in the moſt ho- 


ly place, chap. xxvi. 23. The ſame figures were in 


Solomon's temple, 1 Kings, vi. 23. And within the 
oracle he made two cherubims, of olive-tree, ten cu- 
bits high, which was 18 feet 3 inches; and five cubits 
was the one wing of the cherub, and five cubits the 


33 
other wing of the cherub. And the other cherub was X 
ten cubits; both the cherubims were one meaſure 
and one ſize. —Neither in Exodus nor Kings have we 
any deſcription of their form; however this is reveal. 
ed to us, Ezek. i. 8. As for the likeneſs of the 
faces, they four had the face of man, and the face of 
a lion on the right fide ; and they four had the 
face of an ox, on the left fide; they tour alſo had the 
face of an eagle.” The /ion was an emblem of the 
King of Glory. It exhibited in figure the power and 
eee of Jeſus Chriſt, over the great enemy to our 
ppineſs and ſalvation. Another name is given this 
creature, in Hebrew, which imports to cover ; im- 
plying that our fins ſhould be covered, or that an a- 
tonement ſhould be made for them by Chriſt, in the 
fulneſs of time. A man was united to it, which taught 
the true worſhippers, that Jeſus was to be God and 
man in one perſon. Next, on the left, was the ox, 
repreſenting the juſtice of God, roaring for venge- 
ance, m conſequence of the broken tables of the law. 
The language of the ox was, An infinite offence has 
deen committed; nothing can appeafe my wrath, ot 
fatisfy my demands, but an i»/inite atonement.?*” This 
was a work which none but the /ion-man could per- 
form and execute. And he did perform it; for which 
reaſon, the lion-man was in a triumphant poſture, in 
the cherubims. He cries to the roaring bull, I have 
fatisfed you; the debt which my people owed you, I 
have paid it to the laſt farthing.” The God-man re- 
jaiced to act for ſinners. He fought as became the 
Lion of the Tribe of Judah; and defeated our ghoſtly 
enemies; ſpoiled principalities and powers, and 
threw them into everlaſting confuſion. ' Another fi- 
gure in the cherubim was the eagle. This was a re- 
prefentation of the 2oind, in the natural world; and, 
under that, the Holy Spirit, who came upon the Apo- 
ſes, on the day of Pentecoſt, © as a ruſhing mighty 
wind, and filled all the houſe where they were ſitting, 
Acts, ii. 2. 15 
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Thus the cherubim appears to have been an em- 


tion of ſinners; and not of angels, as moſt commenta- 


tors tell us. 


St Paul has determined this point in very intelligible 


| words. The holy of holies, he ſays, was a figure of hea- 


ven, of that heaven which is the peculiar reſidence of 


| God: © For Chriſt is not entered into the holy places 


made with hands, which are the figures of the true, 
but into heaven itſelf, now to appear in the preſence of 
God for us, Heb. ix. z4.—Hence we ſhall endeav- 
dur to prove, and make it evident, that the cherubims, 
in the tabernacle of Moſes, and in the temple of So- 
lomon, were a convincing hieroglyphic of the Trinity, 
and man connected with them. Pray, what tolerable 
reaſon can. be given, why angels ſhould be exhibited 
with four faces a- piece? Beſides, the cherubs in the 
moe holy place, by the direct order of the Almighty, 
were made out of the matter of the nercy. ſeat; or beats 
en out of the ſame piece of gold. And thou ſhalt 
make two cherubims of gold; of beaten work ſhalt 
thou make them, in the two ends of the mercy- feat, 
Exod. xxv. 18. The mercy-ſeat, made of gold, and 
crowned, was an emblem of the Deity of Chrift, 
Rom. iii. 15. we cannot therefore but conclude, that 
the cherubic exhibition repreſented the Divine Nature. 
Another argument—the typical blood of the Re- 
deemer was ſprinkled before the cherubims, on the 
great day of atonement ;—the Holy Ghoſt has certifi- 
ed this by the pen of Moſes, Lev. xvi. 14. And he 
mall take of the blood of the bullock, and fprinkle 
with his finger, pon the mercy-ſeat, eaſtward, and 
before the mercy-ſeat; ſhall he ſprinkle of the blood 
with his finger, ſeven times.“ And an inſpired au- 
thor, who had been a journey to the third heavens, 
gives us his opinion on the ſubject, Heb. ix. 3,4, 5. 
And after the ſecond veil, the tabernacle, which is 
called the holieſt of all; which had the golden cen- 
ſer, and the ark of the covenant, overlaid round a2 
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bout with gold; wherein was the golden pot that 
had the manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and 
the tables of the covenants. And over it was the 
cherubims of glory, ſhadowing the mercy-ſeat, of 


which we cannot now ſpeak particularly. Now, 
when theſe things were thus ordained, the prieſts went 


always into the firſt tabernacle, accompliſhing the ſer- 


vice of God. But into the ſecond went the high prieſt 
alone, once every year, not without blood, which he 
offered for himſelf, and for the errors of the people.“ 

He offered the blood, not to an angel, or to any num- 
ber of thoſe celeſtial ſpirits ;—this would have been 
flagrant idolatry, and a giving that glory to the crea- 
ture, from which men have been prohibited from the 
beginning. In the times of the Apoſtles, among ſeve- 
ral claſſes of philoſophers, the worſhip of angels was 
much encouraged ; againſt which St Paul, in his E- 
piſtle to the Coloſſians, chap. ii. 18. boldly appears. 
* Let no man, ſays he, beguile you of your reward, 
m a voluntary humility, and worſhipping of angels; 

intruding into thoſe things which he hatlhi not ſeen, 
yainly puffed up by his fieſhly mind.*— As angel- 


' worſhip is here, and in other places of holy writ, ex- 


preſsly forbidden, it cannot be imagined, that the high 
prieſt of the Jews, on one of their moſt ſolemn days, 
ſhould offer the blood of the ſacrifices to angelic be- 
ings ; therefore he mult have offered it to the Trinity, 
repreſented by the cherubims.—We may add further; 
when God raiſed the humanity from the dead, “ he 
fet him at his own right hand, in the heavenly places. 
Far above all principality and power, and might, and 
common, and every name that is named, not only in 
this world, but alſo in that which is to come, Eph. i. 
21. < Angels and authorities being made ſubject unto 
him,“ 1 Pet. iii. 22.— Theſe arguments may be ſuf- 
ficient to ſhew to every perſon, not overgrown with 
prejudice, the deſign of the cherubims in the moſt ho: 
ly place, before which the conſecrated blood was ſprin- 
kled. Indeed the Jews themſelves confcls, that the 
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chetubic- exhibition was the foundation, root, heart, 
and marrow of the whole tabernacle, and the Levi 


tical ſervice. The word cherubim, as to its original 
conſtruction, teſtifies why they were ſet up; rab, a 


great one, a final m denoting the plural number rabim, 


and caph, lite as the great ones; or a ftmilitude of the 


great ones : A figure of the Majeſty, anſwering to St 


Paul's megalzvſunees of the Divine Nature. This great 
title was wrote upon theſe figures with a ſun-beam 
(lays Mr Bates) by placing them in the centre of the 
beams of the ſun, encirled with its glory. It was wrt- 
ting God upon them, which this derivation of the word 
confirms. This might be illuſtrated from many ſa- 
cred texts; take one, Iſaiah xix. 20. He fhall ſend 
them a Saviour, and rad, a great one; if we prefix caph, 
then it will be, Jie as a great, one; add mem, then it 
will run, like as the great ones. I appeal to any perſon, 
acquainted with the holy tongue, it this be not the true 
derivation of the word ? ben 
This beautiful figure was inlaid in gold, on the walls 
and doors of the temple; and embroidered in the ſa- 
cerdotal veſtments, without which the principal eccleſi- 
aſtic officer had no power; more eſpecially the hon- 
man and palm. tree in bloom. A profound ſcholar, of 
our own nation, well verſed in oriental learning, tells 
kis readers, “ that this word occurs only as a noun, 
and is the name of the hieroglyphical compound figure 


of the four animals on the ark; as alſo of the z7hree 


agents of the firmament (fire, light, and fpirit) when 
ſpoke of as figures of the Divine Perſons, and their 
power and agency. The whole ſcheme of redemption, 
and the attributes, and the diſtinct parts of the per- 
ſons in Jehovah, in the economy of the Chriſtian co- 
venant, and ſo the whole Bible, were deſcribed in this, 
the firſt way of writing.” This hieroglyphic was A- 
dam's Bible, Gen. iii. v/t.—it was to keep a way to the 
zree of life. There could be no atonement without 
them. Adam and his children made the atonement, 
and were agcepted ; conſequently, had an ark, with' 
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cherubs upon it for that purpoſe. Moſes ſuited his 
to the ze and proportion of his tabernacle—Solomom 


His to that of his temple; which were the ſame, only 


on a larger ſcale. Hezekiah, at a time of trouble, 
in a ſeabn of diſtreſs, ſeems to have had this view of 
the cherubims, or he would not have preſented an 
abufive letter, which had been ſent him by a prag- 
matical infolent enemy, to them. He knew their em- 
blematical ſignification, and was a zealous worſhipper 
of the Trinity, three Perfons in one Gad, in covenant 
for his ſalvation. _ oa | 
Me have now made ſome remarks upon the Moſa. 
ic tabernacle, have viewed the court, and in it the al- 
tar of burnt-offering, as well as the laver filled with 
water; the former repreſenting the death of Chriſt ; 
the latter ſetting forth the puritying virtue of his in- 
finitely precious blood, to cleanſe tranſgreſſors from 
the pollution of fin. 3 
We have likewiſe taken the freedom to walk into 
the Holy place, where the golden candleſtick, altar of 
incenſe, and the table of ſhew-bread, preſented them» 
ſelves before our eyes in an exhilerating point of view. 
Before we left the room, we were taught the myſti- 
cal ſignification of thefe emblems :—the candleltick 
ſet forth Chriſt, the true light, the incenſe his inter- 
ceſſion, and the ſhew-bread the ſoul-nouriſhment, 
which he affords to believers. 

As to the holy of holies, we have obſerved it to be 
all lined with gold; and taken particular notice of the 
ark of the covenant, and got a ſhort peep into it.—- 
When we had done this, we admired the mercy-ſeat, 
and were almoſt overwhelmed with the grand ap- 
pearance, and auguſt ſpectacle of the cherubims.— 
We are, from all that we have ſeen in this apart- 
ment, fully ſatisfied, that it was a figure of heaven; 
and in particular, that the cherubims, overſhadow- 
ing the mercy-ſeat, diſtinctly indicated, that the Eier- 
nal Three are united in a compact for the preſent 
ſalvation, and everlaſting redemption of ſinful man. 
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From all which, we cannot but diſcern the good- 
neſs of God, the beauty of religion, and the happineſs 
which neceſſarily attends thoſe of mankind, who 
are, effectually called by grace, and conſtituted heirs 
of that houſe, which is made without hands, eternal, 
in the heavens! 1 
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